Mountain Lake City Council
Regular Council Meeting
Mountain Lake City Hall 
Wednesday, June 21, 2017
 7 p.m.

Members Present: 	Dana Kass, Darla Kruser, Mike Nelson, David Savage, Andrew Ysker

Members Absent: 	None 

Staff Present:	Wendy Meyer, Clerk/Administrator; Maryellen Suhrhoff, City Attorney, Muske, Muske, and Suhrhoff; Ron Melson, Electric Superintendent

Others Present:	Tim Coners, Fire Dept. Chief; Mike Johnson, Hometown Sanitation; Bryan Thilges, RDO Equipment Co., Mankato 

Call to Order
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Nelson at 7P.M.  Motion by Kass, seconded by Ysker, to add 7e. Partial Payment #1. Farabee Mechanical Substation Project to the agenda.  Motion carried.  Motion by Savage, seconded by Kruser, to approve the consent agenda as presented and adopt the agenda as amended.  Motion carried unanimously. 
Bills: Check #’s 9920034 – 9920082; 487E 
Payroll Checks #’s 63198 - 63241 
June 5 and June 13 Council Minutes
May 11 Utility Commission Minutes
May 16 Police Commission Minutes
May 12 EDA Minutes
Approve donation to Pow Wow Road Race
Hire Ian Glassic, Summer Electric Dept. Worker as of June 19, 2017

Public
Ron Melson, Electric Superintendent, discussed the journeyman program with the council.  The lineman who left city employment in May had completed the three to four year program.  Melson would like to offer the program to the eventual new hire but asked for council approval before doing so. There was discussion on requiring the employee to sign an agreement to remain with the city for a year of two after completing the program.  By consensus the council agreed that the program should be offered to the eventual new hire.  The city attorney and the administrator were directed to prepare a draft agreement for discussion at the next council meeting.

Hometown Sanitation Garbage Hauling Rates
Mike Johnson, Hometown Sanitation updated the council and responded to questions and comments.  The current contract states that ‘Beginning on April 1, 2017, the price shall increase by 2.5% annually; and the City will be notified of new rates one month prior to their effective date.’  Johnson explained that Hometown did not increase rates April 1 but would like to do so as of July 1.  He also acknowledged that the July 1 date does not meet the required 30 day notice and asked the council to waive it.  The new rates were reviewed.  Methods of notifying residents were discussed.  By consensus the council agreed that the new rates can become effective July 1.  

Fire Department - Lohrenz Fire Call
Information regarding the matter was shared by the administrator and discussed.  Additional questions were raised.  The administrator will gather additional information for discussion at a future meeting. 

Fire Call Billing, 812 ½ 5th Ave.
A letter from the attorney representing the property owner was reviewed and discussed.  The bill will not be withdrawn or the amount owed decreased. 

Fire Department - Approve Southwest Fire Dept. Association and West Central Fire Dept. Association Mutual Aid Agreement
The agreement was reviewed and discussed.  Motion by Kass, seconded by Kruser, to adopt the agreement and authorize the mayor and administrator to sign.  Motion carried. 

Ordinance #5-17, Second Reading, Additional Parcels to be placed in the Mt. Lake Rural
 Service District
The ordinance adds six undeveloped agricultural parcels to the existing rural service district.  No action taken. 

Resolution #17-17 Approved Tax-forfeit Properties for Sale
The list of tax-forfeited properties was reviewed.  Cottonwood County will be demolishing the buildings at 1308 4th Avenue and 826 10th St. N. There was discussion on other properties in the city that are in poor condition and should be demolished.  The administrator will contact owners  of these properties and check if property taxes are current.  Motion by Savage, seconded by Kruser, to adopt Resolution #17-17.  Motion carried unanimously.   

Georgia’s Dance Elements Request
The studio rented the community center during the past school year and is asking that the rent remain the same, $10/day, for the 2017-2018 school year.  The business uses the community center three evenings a week.  Motion by Kruser, seconded by Ysker, to set the 2017-2018 rental rate for Georgia’s Dance Elements at $10/day.  Motion carried.  Voting Aye: Kass, Kruser, Nelson, Ysker. Abstaining: Savage. 

Public Nuisance Summary
The summary was reviewed.  Questions were asked about specific properties.  No action taken. 

Capital Improvement Plan Review
The Street Dept.’s plan, specifically the replacement of the current 1997 Champion motor grader within the next several years, and the replacement of the pay loader in five or more years was discussed. Brian Thilges, RDO Equipment Inc., Mankato discussed base state bids of John Deere and Caterpillar motor graders, the pros and cons of leasing, warranties, determining when to trade/purchase new equipment, trade-in values and equipment rental.  The equipment rotation schedules of other cities, counties and townships were discussed.  Champion motor graders are no longer manufactured; finding parts is becoming an issue.  The draft capital improvement plan was reviewed.  Staff was directed to get quotes for tuck-pointing the remaining portion of the power plant and replacing the ceiling in the power plant.  It was agreed that a quote for tuck-pointing the band shell in the park should also be requested.  

Farabee Mechanical Partial Payment Request #1
Motion by Kass, seconded by Savage to approve payment of $90,000 to Farabee Mechanical for material and labor for a portion of the substation project that was awarded Feb. 6. 2017. Motion carried unanimously.

Video/Audio Broadcasting/Rebroadcasting Council Meetings
The matter was tabled until the August 7th council meeting. 

Meetings
The list of upcoming meetings was reviewed and amended.  Nelson briefly discussed the June 12 school board meeting that he attended.  Kruser will attend the June 26 school board meeting. 

Adjourn
The meeting was adjourned at 8:44 PM. 

Approved July 10, 2017.
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ATTEST:


____________________________________________
Wendy Meyer, Clerk/Administrator 
